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Analysing Ravidas and
Browning's Spiritualism

Dr, Surender Singh
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-Kabir

Vivonaries and sages - areat human beings of unbounded heart and compassion
coalle ua teaee 2 world without divisions. Through them, we see the potential
™ ‘..\;:fn\v\. daings to Anow their common spiritual nature and live a life rooted in
warwal vahues that tuarture all humanity. What is significant is that they teach a
way o Being that leads to the experience of the Divine, and that they themselves are
mang aaamples of a path of action that is a possibility tor everyvone. Hence, perfect
pix and mvatic, who really know the truth, always have the same message to
comver, regendiens of the place and time in which they live. Their message is simply
w0 relieese suferings humanity from the ever-rotting cyele of birth and death.
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~-Guru Ramaas

Nk Qurw R;\-\ s came with the same mission as other |iniy is one aof the
g colightenad souls of the Bhagtt Movement which pavad a spiritual way to

~

eNmon manses. He came rom & low caste, e e the pinnacle of spinteal glory

& \\ proaciiod his message | -N'w\\\ to people all caste > and cread. We have seen how
N Dad Qs Ravidies i very hugh esteem, he clearly savs
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;Among saints, Ravidas is the true samnt.

"G idas’ celebrated contemporaries now live only j . )

Many of Guru Ravidas celebrated L.omun; ey v in the Pages of
history. but Sant Guru Ravidas with time has grown in stature as the most dynamjc
inspiring and loved devotee and poet of his era.

“1 have become immortal now- why should | die anymore?

The world of unreality and illusion | have discarded,

And the form of truth | have established in my mind.

Whatever is visible is all the snare of Maya; | have cut off all its ropes.

Many times have | taken birth and died; I shall not again fall into this whirlpool "

Present paper is an attempt to analyse Guru Ravidas and Browning spiritualism in
their creations. Robert Browning, who is reverently known as a ‘spiritual seeker’
and an ‘incorrigible optimist’ in the history of English Literature, lay emphasises
on immortality of God and soul in his superb, scintillating and unforgettable
poem ‘Rabbi Ben Ezral Guru Ravidas reminds us of the fact that our birth is a rare
privilege as a result of the meritorious deeds of innumerable lives. It is bestowed
upon us primarily for the purpose of God-realization. As Mira, the true disciple of
Guru Ravidas asserts:

"Human birth is a rare jewel, you have blessed:
Itis a blessing, you may not get again."

It provides the only opportunity to escape from the long, almost unending cycle
of birth and death. The basic purpose of human life is therefore defeated if one
remains lost in the quagmire of worldly delusion and fails to find the path of God
—realization. Guru Ravidas says:

“That life in which one is caught in doubt and delusion

Is indeed to be called worthless.....

The One who pervades every beings, O Ravidas-
Why should you forget that Lord?"

Since all people are offspring of the same God, therefore, they are equal by birth
irrespective of all superficial distinction of caste, creed, cult, colour, country or
religions. Their low or high standing therefore can only be determined by their noble
orignoble deeds and not by their birth in a particular caste, family, or religion. Both
Guru Ravidas and Browning believe that all human beings proceed from the same
Creator, and the same Creator pervades them all. Symbolically, they say, God is the

3. Ibid.: p. 183

4. Upadhyaya, K.N., Guru Ravidas, the Philosopher Stone, Punjab (Dera Baba Jaimal Singh): Radha
Soami Satsang Beas, 2009, p. 35

5. Sethi, V.K.; Mira, the Divine Lover, P
p. 143

6. Upadhyaya, K.N., Guru Ravidas,
Soami Satsang Beas, 2009, p. 26

unjab (Dera Baba Jaimal Singh): Radha Soami Satsang Beas.

the Philosopher Stone, Punjab (Dera Baba Jaimal Singh): Radha
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soul is the clay (human being), Guru Ravidas conveys this

made up of the same clay,

Creator has created them all

e Lre o O Baviclan
One pervaces all beings, O Ravidas;
e 4 .
made thern 21"’

5 are

i< the goal of our life and object of our search is one and the same for the
ols ‘
God Wh )
eptire creation:
«pow can you M
when all have ar

»From the same
All beings are made out of the

aintain the distinction of high and lt/?

isen from the same Divine Flzame?7™

Brahma, O Ravidas, this entire expansion has come about.
same earthly elements and the Creator of Zll the

same."

Iso firmly believes in immortality of the soul. He says that
human beings are closer to God. A human being, in essence, is a drop of the ocean
of divinity. Man can discover the divine purpose and would lead his life in light of

God's purpose. He describes the divine spark as:

Robert Browning 2

“Rejoice we are allied
To that which doth provide?
A spark disturbs our clod;

Nearer we hold of God.
Who gives, then of his tribes that take, | must believe.”™

The world is like a dream, a delusion. A person deluded in this dream is oblivious of
the fact that the human body that is loved and adored so much is in reality nothing
but a cage created of five elements. The body is only a brittle assemblage of flesh,
blood, bones and saliva. No sooner does the bird of the soul fly out of it than it is
reduced to ashes. Under the spell of ignorance, one mistakes appearance for reality.

Guru Ravidas and Browning express the same immortal truth in these lines par
excellence:

‘The wall is made of water, the pillar of air
And the plaster of blood and sperm; a framework of bones,
Flesh and veins makes the cage
In which' dwells the poor bird, the soul.
Sk?; rg}nd. what is mine or yours here?
et ird perched In a tree for a night,
oul dwells in the body, says Ravidas, the cobbler.”"
7. Tbid . p-176
8. Tbig.. p-176

9. Ibid .
10.x p.177

N Obert B H 2
TOWning's poem ‘Rabbj Ben Ezra’ (line 25-30)

Ly
Padhyay, .
Oamj Sat); KN Gur Ravidas, the Philosopher Stone, Punjab (Dera Baba Jaimal Singh): Radha
\ang Beas, 2009, p. 68 '
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also solely athrms in the enslavement of soul it the Cage of body and O

Browning |
s to liberate hersell from this

lways yeart [\\\n\l\l\\'\‘. e asaguix
always yeu

" s fiesh,

Our soul, in its roge-mesh

' ol e

Pulled over to the eaith, still yearns o rest
an beings must have full faith iy Godi they show!d truse i

Browning says that tHum ‘ -
and love tor all His creatures, Twe

His dispensations and praises His magnaninuty | .
oternal varieties of lite are - God and Soul. God is the potter and seul is the day,
Earthly shadow will flit away, but God and soul will live torever. The human sou! i
the cup formed by God, the potter, this cup of the human soul will be placad o the
festal board in the drawing hall of heaven and God will fll it with the pew wine of
heaven and taste the wine poured in the cup. God's lips will glow as the new wine
from the human soul. He describes as:

“All that is, at all,

Lasts ever, past recall;

Earth changes, but thy soul and God stand sure:

What entered into thee,

That was, is, and shall be:

Time's wheel runs back or stops: Potter and clay endure.

R

Guru Ravidas expresses the immuortality of Almighty Lord and soul b these
indelible lines:

“In performing your arti my mind is thrilled with delfight,

And Thy form appears within me, intensely dright,

Thou are imperishable, immortal, steady and formiess,

Being devoid of qualities, colour or sign.

Fully awakened are Thou - existence, CONSCioUSNess andt QIS inteniied,

Immutable, infinitely lustrous and unmodified.

Thou are unparalleled, unborn, omnigcient and infinite,

Unditferentiated, imperceptible, ever-abiding and seif-activated. ™

In the concluding lines of the poem, “Rabbi Ben Ezral Browning ypiessa
completely devotion and dedication in the feet of God who is the Tree Creaton and
the Great Master of the universe. He prays to God to acvept his sou! for his seevic
It is possible that some defects and blotches might have crept into his soul during
his earthly sojourn, though originally the soul was planned i perfct way by G,
The stress and strain of the world might have given some twist to the sowl of @ 2
and might have made it less perfect. He asserts as:

S
C

12. Robert Browning poem ‘Rabbi Ben Fzra’ lines: 61-63
13. Ibid lines: 157-162

l4.Upadbyaya. KN Guru Ravidas, the Philosopher Stone, Punjab (Deca Bala Tainnal Sngh Radbha
Soami Satsang Beas, 2009, p. 92 NS
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Guru Ravidas makes it clear that all outer searches are useless hecayse God s
within us. He says that he can be found only by means of internal spiritual practice
and that all external observances and rituals as well as the outer display of r(,'fi;/il,',;x)
are futile. Searching for the Lord inside, worshipping Him within and the vl;a'/ (0
the inner treasure clearly point to the withdrawal of the sou] current from the nine
portals of the body to the eye centre. The eye centre s 2 point between and behind
the eyebrows from which the soul’s spiritual journey begins. The following excerpts
from the Adi Granth are of relevance:

“Close the nine doors and collect your scattered mind in the tenth
Which leads you to your true home?

There rings the unstruck melody day and night,

Which you can hear with the help of, a mystic adept."

Saints have described this inner eye as the ‘third eye, ‘the single eye, ‘the door
‘ of the home’ ’the third mole; * the divine eye'(divya chskshu) and ‘the tenth door’
(daswan dwar). Guru Ravidas, describes it as “the door of the Lord”,

When the soul withdraws from the body and enters inside the third eye, it takes
| first step into the inner regions, which Guru Ravidas describes as the “Inner Sky’,
| Where one can perform the real worship of the Lord and start merging the self or
soulinto the sound current.

When the sou (Surat) merges into the Sound (Shabd)
And becomes one with it

15, Robert Brownin
16.Upadh
0amyj

g poem ‘Rabbi Ben Ezra’ lines:190-192 _ 4 Radha
Yaya, KN.; Guru Ravidas, the Philosopher Stone, Punjab (Dera Baba Jaimal Singh)

Satsang Beas, 2009, p- 41
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asy alone, true love for God is generated and one sccreds in
By devotion fo P 0 eactice of devotion to Nam s the caly mesns of
attaining divine ' ~od. A,('mulhﬂdupol'm\\ ot
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Thc;ﬁ\:mdﬁﬁhdm‘mﬂh wul current from within lfthﬂymlhfm(m
through concentration has been called “dying while living in the Adi-Granth Tha
;xucmu!hakmto!}xm\'mdckulh.mm that it is voluntary and blisfal
in contrast to ordinary death, which is irvoluntary and painful The following
excerpts from the Adi Granth are of relevance

“Nne oS hawe e Doy bt et Qe salalian .
W?nwta:mmmmamxh oy

mfdrmiumdthn(mamkikﬂd.\'mblhhqmdcamw
md\m.&m.bntgcnﬂuﬂym-uhﬁxihwdmhrl!nuﬂylnﬁhthl
was in the beginning and that will continue to be the end It is the source of all
lmkdguﬂﬂukudrcwﬂmmdthtl‘udl}wmiﬂumcﬂn
the dual aspect of light (Nerat) and sound (Surat) The manifestation of light and
sound within marks the actual beginning of the swoul’s inner journey to the Loed
Ths drawn by the inner sound or melody, the soul rises succemfully to higher aad
h#nnpmmd&mﬂympnhukmwmmnr.lht&vtmlud1h
i buman life alone one can see, realize, meet & attain God- which s otherwise
insccessible Gure Ravidas describes this state in the following word
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as searched for God within his own body and found p
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~ concLusIoN .
' ipth is a rare privilege and priceless gift given by the Lord 1o 200, -
y ‘ ttamn Him.

ic. indeed like a dream, a delusion. A person deluded in this ¢ ‘
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Browning hopes that after death his soul would be purified and perfected It
at is left incomplete or undone in life; death will 2ccomplish and
But. Guru Ravidas categorically rejects it and says that why one
He firmly believes in human life 2lone, one can not only
attain God-realization and salvation also which is
By the process “dying while living” one
he otherwise inaccessible God. In the
avi Das has remained illuminating
es, a shining star with an ever-

means that wh
complete the rest.
hould wait for death.

ect the soul but

purify and pert
the ultimate reality and goal of our life.

can purify and perfect one’s soul and attain t
cultural and spiritual life of the country, Guru R
and inspirational through the last five centuri

increasing brilliance.
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