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Abstract 
Homoeopathy, with its deep-rooted historical practices, faces the challenge of integrating with the 

evidence-based standards of contemporary medicine. The Seven Circumstances, an analytical 

framework with classical origins, offers a systematic approach that could significantly advance the 

scientific inquiry within the field. This article revisits the historical context of the Seven 

Circumstances, examines their utility in various modern disciplines, and evaluates their scientific merit. 

Notably, we explore how Dr. Franz Carl von Boenninghausen adopted this method, traditionally used 

to derive patient insights, to enhance Homoeopathic analysis and prescription. Building on this, the 

article advocates for the novel application of the Seven Circumstances to the study of Homoeopathic 

materia medica, suggesting a detailed approach to remedy analysis that prioritizes individualization 

based on a wide array of evidentiary sources. This reorientation could stand to elevate Homoeopathic 

practice through structured, evidence-based principles, and contribute to the discipline's acceptance and 

growth. We invite the Homoeopathic community to consider this framework as a tool for expanding 

the boundaries of research and understanding, ultimately bridging time-honoured tradition with the 

rigor of modern scientific explorations. 

 

Keywords: Study of materia medica, seven circumstances, boenninghausen 

 

Introduction 

Revisiting the past, reimagining the future 

In a world that continually walks the tightrope between preserving tradition and embracing 

innovation, the medical field often finds itself in the crux of an age-old debate: How can we 

advance the future of healthcare while remaining anchored to the wisdom of the past? This 

question is nowhere more relevant than in the domain of Homoeopathy, a practice steeped in 

historical principles yet striving for recognition within the evidence-based framework of 

modern medicine. 

At the heart of this pursuit lies the concept of the Seven Circumstances, a timeless strategy 

that originated from the essence of critical inquiry championed by thinkers like Aristotle and 

has endured through the centuries as a touchstone for holistic understanding. Its simplicity 

belies its transformative potential to refine the way we approach complex problems-whether 

they be in diagnosing a patient or decoding the nuances of medicinal substances. 

As we stand at the crossroads of empirical rigor and holistic tradition, this article aims to 

discuss the enduring legacy of the Seven Circumstances and illuminate its untapped 

potential. We will trace the historical journey of these principles, explore their contemporary 

relevance and scientific underpinnings, and reveal their powerful application in 

Homoeopathy, as demonstrated by the pioneering work of Dr. Franz Carl von 

Boenninghausen. 

More critically, we propose a pioneering reapplication of the Seven Circumstances-an 

exploration into the terra incognita of materia medica, the very bedrock of Homoeopathic 

practice. By re-envisioning these historic guidelines through the lens of materia medica 

study, we not only honour the lineage of Homoeopathic scholarship but also carve a pathway 

towards a more structured and scientific understanding of Homoeopathic remedies. 

 

 

https://www.homoeopathicjournal.com/
https://doi.org/10.33545/26164485.2024.v8.i2e.1154


International Journal of Homoeopathic Sciences https://www.homoeopathicjournal.com 

~ 332 ~ 

Through this article, we invite you to embark on a journey 

that revisits a venerable framework and reimagines its role 

in deepening the bedrock of Homoeopathic knowledge, 

thereby shaping a future where Homoeopathy is not just 

practiced but understood with an unprecedented level of 

precision and clarity. 

 

Understanding the Seven Circumstances (1): A 

comprehensive framework for in-depth analysis 

The concept of the Seven Circumstances embodies a time-

honoured method for achieving a comprehensive and 

nuanced understanding of events, actions, and ideas. Rooted 

in classical thought, this framework provides a structured 

approach for delving into the particulars of any given 

situation, making it an indispensable tool across various 

disciplines and everyday problem-solving. For those 

unfamiliar with the term, the Seven Circumstances can be 

thought of as a set of key questions that, when answered, 

give a full picture of the scenario at hand. 

 

Who? - Quis? The first of the Seven Circumstances asks, 

"Who is involved?" This question is fundamental as it 

identifies the individuals or entities at the center of the event 

or concept. In the realm of philosophy, it may refer to the 

agent responsible for an action or the thinker grappling with 

an idea. 

 

What? - Quid? "What is happening?" or "What is the 

concept?" This question seeks to clarify the nature or 

essence of the subject under scrutiny. It's the starting point 

for understanding the characteristics and defining features of 

the matter in question. 

 

Where? - Ubi? "Where does this take place?" The third 

circumstance locates the event or idea within a physical or 

theoretical space, providing context that helps to explain its 

relevance or significance. 

 

By what means? - Quibus Auxiliis? This question delves 

into the instruments, tools, or methods employed. Whether 

it's the techniques used to carry out an action or the 

methodologies underpinning a philosophical argument, 

understanding the means provides insight into the process 

and feasibility of the outcome. 

 

Why? - Cur? "Why does this occur?" or "What is the 

purpose?" Here, we explore the causes, motivations, and 

objectives, reaching into the realm of reasons and intentions 

that underlie actions and theories. 

 

How? - Quomodo? This seeks to understand the manner or 

approach. "How is this done?" or "How is the idea 

experienced?" In philosophy, this could pertain to the 

experiential aspects of a phenomenon or the logical 

structure of an argument. 

 

When? - Quando? "When does this happen?" Timing can 

be everything. This final question situates the event or 

concept in time, shedding light on its historical context, 

frequency, duration, and development through time. 

Together, these Seven Circumstances form a scaffold for 

deep exploration and comprehension of complex matters. 

They serve as a well-rounded investigative guide that avoids 

superficial examination in favour of a detailed and holistic 

perspective. Understanding a situation or concept through 

the Seven Circumstances allows for an assessment that 

acknowledges the full spectrum of influences and outcomes. 

By systematically addressing each of these dimensions, one 

gains a more sophisticated grasp of the subject. This 

approach not only benefits philosophical inquiry, where it 

encourages rigorous thought and reflection, but also 

enhances practical decision-making in everyday life, 

research, and policy development. The Seven 

Circumstances prompt us to look beyond the obvious, to 

question the status quo, and to recognize the deeper currents 

that flow beneath the surface of our initial understandings. 

In essence, the Seven Circumstances offer a blueprint for 

intellectual rigor. They compel us to consider the multiple 

facets of reality before drawing conclusions or making 

decisions. By applying these seven key questions, we can 

approach our investigations with a level of thoroughness 

that can lead to more effective solutions, more insightful 

analyses, and a richer appreciation of the complexities that 

define both the human experience and the natural world. 

As a takeaway, the Seven Circumstances remind us that no 

event, idea, or phenomenon exists in isolation. Each is the 

result of a confluence of factors that interact in often 

intricate ways. Recognizing this interplay is essential for 

anyone who seeks to truly understand and effectively 

engage with the world around them. Whether you're a 

student, a professional, or simply someone with a curious 

mind, familiarizing yourself with the Seven Circumstances 

can transform the way you think about and interact with the 

tapestry of life's myriad circumstances. 

 

The Seven Circumstances: History and Origin 

The concept of the Seven Circumstances has its roots firmly 

planted in the rich soil of classical antiquity, emerging as a 

critical tool in the art of rhetoric-the persuasive eloquence 

that was the lifeblood of Ancient Greece and the Roman 

Empire. These Circumstances provided a heuristic 

mnemonic device that guided orators and philosophers alike 

in constructing compelling arguments and uncovering 

deeper truths. 

The profound influence of eminent figures such as Cicero 

and Horace is undeniable. They championed the use of 

probing questions as a means to dissect and comprehend 

subjects or arguments comprehensively. This meticulous 

line of inquiry empowered legal experts and rhetorical 

practitioners of the time to traverse every dimension of a 

case or topic, laying the groundwork for potent and 

persuasive communication. 

Parallel to its rhetorical significance, the Seven 

Circumstances intersected with the realm of Roman 

jurisprudence. Within the legal amphitheatres of Rome, the 

term "circumstantiae" encapsulated the notion that a 

complete understanding of a case was paramount. Jurists 

and advocates, much like modern-day journalists with their 

"Five Ws and One H", endeavored to leave no stone 

unturned, considering each facet and nuance of the cases 

before them. 

Drawing a throughline from the past to the present, the 

Seven Circumstances echo Aristotle's "Seven Causes," a 

framework designed to facilitate a comprehensive grasp of 

any object or situation through systematic questioning. This 

method has transcended time and disciplinary boundaries, 
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evolving into the journalistic methodology commonly 

referred to as the "Five Ws (and One H)"-Who, What, 

When, Where, Why, and How-that aims to compile 

complete and accurate narratives. 

By incorporating the additional aspect of "By what means," 

the traditional journalistic approach is expanded into a full 

suite of the Seven Circumstances, culminating in a robust 

framework for analysis. This enduring legacy speaks to the 

timelessness of these questions, reinforcing their enduring 

relevance as a means to pursue clarity and depth in our 

understanding of both historical and contemporary issues. 

 

The seven circumstances: A multidimensional approach 

to enhanced analysis and decision making  

The use of the Seven Circumstances concept is beneficial in 

various ways, as it promotes thorough investigation and 

critical thinking. Here are several key ways it can be 

helpful: 

1. Comprehensive Analysis: It ensures that all 

fundamental aspects of a situation are considered, rather 

than just the most obvious or immediate ones. 

2. Enhanced Understanding: By examining a subject 

through multiple lenses, we can gain a much deeper 

understanding of it. 

3. Improved Decision Making: Having a full picture of 

all influencing factors leads to better-informed 

decisions and more effective problem-solving. 

4. Clear Communication: When presenting information 

or arguments, addressing each of the Seven 

Circumstances helps provide clarity and persuasiveness 

to your audience. 

5. Educational Value: In teaching and learning, this 

method encourages students and educators to explore 

subjects in depth and promotes critical thinking skills. 

6. Interdisciplinary Applicability: This concept can be 

applied to virtually any field, including law, medicine, 

business, journalism, and research, making it a versatile 

tool for inquiry. 

7. Pre-emptive Thinking: Considering all circumstances 

can anticipate possible issues or questions, allowing for 

proactive rather than reactive approaches. 

 

In summary, the Seven Circumstances method is a strategic 

approach that can lead to higher-quality outcomes in various 

domains through meticulous and systematic exploration of 

issues or concepts. 

 

The Seven Circumstances: Contemporary applications 

in diverse fields 

The concept of the seven circumstances is currently 

utilized in various disciplines and sectors 

1. Medicine and Healthcare: Clinicians use a similar 

approach during patient consultations and in crafting 

treatment plans, exploring the full context of a patient's 

health.  

2. Law and Criminal Justice: Lawyers and detectives 

apply these questions to ensure a thorough under-

standing of legal cases, examining the evidence from all 

possible angles to build strong arguments or solve 

crimes. 

3. Business and Management: Managers and consultants 

assess projects and strategies by considering all relevant 

factors, leading to more informed decision-making and 

strategic planning. 

4. Education: Educators encourage students to use this 

framework to develop critical thinking skills and 

analyze issues from multiple perspectives. 

5. Psychology and Counselling: Therapists explore the 

full spectrum of their client's experiences to understand 

the root cause of issues and deliver effective treatment. 

6. Scientific Research: Researchers frame their 

investigations by considering varied aspects of their 

subject matter to ensure comprehensive study designs 

and interpretation of results. 

7. Journalism and Media: Journalists use the Seven 

Circumstances to gather thorough reports and present 

comprehensive news stories to the public. 

8. Public Policy and Government: Policymakers 

evaluate the potential impacts and implications of 

legislation or initiatives by considering all the relevant 

circumstances. 

9. Engineering and Design: The questions guide the 

design process, ensuring that products are tailored to 

meet all user needs and contextual usage scenarios. 

 

In each of these instances, the Seven Circumstances serve to 

deepen inquiry and provide a structured methodology for 

tackling complex issues, highlighting its enduring 

importance in contemporary practice. 

 

Dr. Franz Carl von Boenninghausen Contribution to 

Homoeopathy with the Seven Circumstances (2-4) 

Dr. Franz Carl von Boenninghausen, a prominent figure in 

the history of Homoeopathy, adopted the Seven 

Circumstances to greatly enhance the practice of 

Homoeopathic diagnosis and treatment. His pioneering 

work in the early 19th century remains influential to this day 

due to its comprehensive approach to patient care. 

Boenninghausen deeply appreciated the importance of 

thorough case-taking in Homoeopathy, a medical system 

where treatments are tailored to each individual rather than 

being based solely on generalized symptoms of a disease. 

By utilizing the Seven Circumstances within his practice, he 

was able to compile detailed profiles of his patients' 

conditions and their responses to various remedies. 

Here’s how Boenninghausen applied each of the Seven 

Circumstances in his Homoeopathic work: 

1. Who?: He considered the patient's personalized 

characteristics, including age, sex, personal and family 

medical history, and even psychological traits. 

2. What?: He identified the specific symptoms and 

complaints of the patient, not just the name of the 

disease, to find a remedy matching the totality of 

symptoms rather than just one or two primary 

symptoms. 

3. Where?: Boenninghausen focused on the physical 

location of symptoms, such as which body parts were 

affected. 

4. When?: He analysed the timing of symptoms to 

discover patterns, such as whether they worsened at 

night, after eating, or during certain weather conditions. 

5. By what means?: This involved understanding what 

factors might exacerbate or relieve symptoms, such as 

movement, rest, and various environmental influences. 

6. Why?: Boenninghausen sought to understand possible 

causes of the illness, exploring both the immediate 
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triggers and deeper, constitutional susceptibilities. 

7. How?: Here, he examined the nature of the symptoms 

(their intensity, duration, and progression) and how 

they manifested within the patient. 

 

Boenninghausen methodical use of the Seven 

Circumstances allowed for a high degree of 

individualization in the Homoeopathic treatment process, 

aligning perfectly with the foundational principles of 

Homoeopathy as defined by its founder, Samuel 

Hahnemann. These principles, categorized under the 

fundamental concept of 'like cures like', state that a 

substance causing symptoms in a healthy person can treat 

those same symptoms in illness when highly diluted. 

The influence of Boenninghausen approach can be seen in 

the way modern Homoeopaths carry out case analyses. They 

compile comprehensive case profiles that factor in a 

person's physical, mental, and emotional health. This depth 

of personalization is not superficially about treating an 

illness but is about treating the individual holistically—a 

core tenant of Homoeopathy. 

Boenninghausen pioneered the development of 

Homoeopathic repertories, systematic tools that help 

practitioners quickly locate the appropriate remedy based on 

detailed symptomatology. His repertories were built around 

the concept of the Seven Circumstances, essentially serving 

as cross-referenced indices of symptoms and the remedies 

associated with them. This innovation made it easier for 

Homoeopaths to identify patterns in symptoms and select 

remedies that corresponded to the totality of a patient's 

experience. 

Furthermore, Boenninghausen approach emphasized the 

importance of the modalities of symptoms-factors that 

modified the patient's condition. In keeping with the "Why" 

and "By what means" circumstances, understanding 

modalities meant recognizing circumstances that aggravated 

or ameliorated symptoms, thereby providing clues to the 

remedy that would best initiate the healing process. 

Boenninghausen application of the Seven Circumstances not 

only established a more rigorous framework for case-taking 

and analysis but also pushed for a more systematic and 

reproducible methodology within the practice of 

Homoeopathy. By intertwining this classical method with 

Homoeopathic principles, he bridged the gap between the 

holistic, patient-centered approach of alternative medicine 

and the methodical, evidence-based approach of 

conventional medicine. 

His contributions have thus stood the test of time, 

influencing generations of Homoeopaths who continue to 

appreciate the value of individualized care. The methods 

and practices he developed, rooted in the Seven 

Circumstances, remain relevant in modern Homoeopathy as 

a testament to the power of a comprehensive and empathetic 

understanding of the patient in the healing process. 

 

Analysing Materia Medica through Boenninghausen 

Seven Components of Totality: A Methodological 

Framework 

The methodology we employ for studying materia medica 

with Boenninghausen seven components of totality involves 

an analytical breakdown of remedy symptoms into a 

structured framework. This approach offers a deeper 

understanding of each remedy's core characteristics, beyond 

their traditional symptomatic presentation, by categorizing 

the manifestations described in materia medica texts 

according to the seven components. Here's how we apply 

each component: 

1. Quis: In materia medica, we dissect the 'individuality' 

of the remedy by examining the mental, emotional, and 

physical makeup that the remedy typically addresses. 

This can involve the temperament it suits, the 

disposition it favours, and any particular demographic 

or constitutional tendencies it has an affinity for, such 

as a remedy commonly indicated for sanguine 

individuals or those with a choleric temperament. 

2. Quid (Nature of Disease/Symptoms): Here, we 

catalogue the clinical conditions, pathological 

processes, and types of inflammations or tissue changes 

that the remedy is associated with. We analyze the 

materia medica for signs of whether the remedy 

corresponds to acute inflammatory processes, chronic 

degenerative conditions, swellings, or specific 

pathologies. 

3. Ubi: This requires identifying the main organ or tissue 

affinity of the remedy. We look for patterns in the 

symptoms indicating whether a remedy has a 

predilection for certain bodily systems, such as the 

respiratory system, or specific tissues such as blood 

vessels, nerves, or connective tissue, and we embrace 

the idea that combining these locations can provide a 

distinctive profile for the remedy. 

4. Cur: We explore the etiological narratives the remedy 

is known for, such as a history of grief in Natrum 

muriaticum or suppressed eruptions in Sulphur. 

Causation also looks at general and specific causes—

from environmental factors to emotional disturbances—

that the remedy is known to address. 

5. Quibus Auxiliis: Materia medica study through this 

lens involves identifying symptoms that appear 

together. For instance, a remedy might be indicated 

when digestive symptoms regularly appear with 

emotional distress. We differentiate and prioritize these 

concomitant symptoms to better understand the 

remedy’s full scope. 

6. Quomodo: We pinpoint the general and specific 

conditions affecting the symptoms presented by the 

remedy. Modalities can include factors like time of day, 

temperature, weather, position, movement, and dietary 

influences that modify the remedy's active symptoms. 

7. Quando: This component requires us to focus on the 

times at which symptoms tend to appear or change. 

Remedies in the materia medica can be associated with 

periodicity and time-related modalities, such as 

symptoms that worsen at night or improve with the 

onset of menses. These temporal aspects are crucial for 

matching the rhythm of the remedy's action with the 

patient's symptom patterns. 

 

By systematically analysing the symptoms in materia 

medica texts through these seven components, we generate a 

multidimensional profile for each remedy. This method aids 

postgraduate and Ph.D. students in delving into the core 

identity of remedies, allowing them to grasp the nuanced 

therapeutic applications that align with Boenninghausen 

holistic perspective on case totality. The utilization of this 

methodology provides a bridge connecting the deep 
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understanding of materia medica with the practical aspects 

of case analysis. By acknowledging the full complexity of 

remedies through Boenninghausen components, students 

and practitioners can refine their perception of remedy 

action, ultimately improving clinical outcomes. This 

approach reinforces a disciplined and comprehensive 

perspective when examining the multitude of symptoms 

associated with each remedy, offering a robust platform for 

scholarly research and advanced study in Homoeopathy. 

 

Discussion 

The proposal to rewrite materia medica in accordance with 

Boenninghausen seven components carries several 

implications: 

 

Rationale for Rewriting Materia Medica 

 The rewrite would aim to provide a more structured and 

comprehensive understanding of remedies, which could 

facilitate a profound insight into their use in clinical 

practice. 

 

Potential Advantages 

 Clarity and Depth: A rewritten materia medica might 

offer clearer, more detailed portraits of remedies, 

emphasizing the subtleties and complexities of each. 

 Educational Value: It would serve as an invaluable 

resource for students and practitioners seeking to 

deepen their grasp of Homoeopathic remedies within a 

robust theoretical framework. 

 Standardization: This approach could lead to more 

standardized remedy profiles, encouraging consistency 

in Homoeopathic education and practice. 

 

Challenges 

 Scope of Work: Rewriting the materia medica is a 

massive undertaking that would require collaboration 

among experienced Homoeopaths and educators. 

 Balancing Detail with Practicality: Ensuring that the 

rewritten materia medica is detailed yet practical 

enough for everyday use would be essential. 

 Acceptance: Gaining consensus within the 

homoeopathic community and encouraging adoption of 

the new materia medica format might prove 

challenging. 

 

Impact on Remedy Selection 

 A materia medica rewritten to align with 

Boenninghausen components could improve the 

precision of remedy selection, potentially leading to 

better patient outcomes due to the precise matching of 

remedy profiles with patient presentations. 

 

Future Considerations 

 Methodical Approach: How to approach the rewriting 

process systematically to cover the vast array of 

remedies. 

 Validation: Ensuring the new descriptions are 

validated through clinical experience and proving. 

 Resource Allocation: Assessing the allocation of 

resources for such a project, including time, funding, 

and expert involvement. 

 

Overall, the suggestion to overhaul the materia medica to 

align with Boenninghausen components recognizes the 

evolving nature of Homoeopathic practice and the ongoing 

pursuit of excellence in remedy selection. It's an ambitious 

goal that would require significant contributions from the 

Homoeopathic community, but if successful, it might 

contribute to a new era of highly individualized patient care 

within Homoeopathy. 

 

Conclusion 

The examination of Boenninghausen seven components in 

the study of materia medica presents a significant evolution 

in the understanding of Homoeopathic remedies. By 

integrating these components into a structured methodology, 

practitioners and students can potentially achieve a more in-

depth comprehension of materia medica, aligned with the 

individuality of each patient and the complexity of their 

presentations. 

This comprehensive approach enables a closer match 

between the remedy profile and the patient's totality of 

symptoms, incorporating not just the physical and mental 

symptoms but also the subtler, characteristic nuances that 

might otherwise be overlooked. Such a detailed and 

personalized understanding could lead to what has been 

described as "gunshot prescriptions" - precise, targeted, and 

highly effective treatments that address the core of the 

patient's condition. 

The potential impact on Homoeopathic education includes 

enriching the curriculum with a more sophisticated 

framework for understanding remedies, preparing students 

to handle complex cases with confidence. In clinical 

practice, this deepened approach could lead to improved 

outcomes, especially in pathological cases where a detailed 

understanding of the remedy's action is paramount. 

The need of the hour, as the field of Homoeopathy grows 

and encounters more intricate cases, is to acquire a 

methodology that can accommodate the broader spectrum of 

human diseases and pathologies. By rewriting materia 

medica in line with Boenninghausen components, the 

discipline may be poised to enhance the precision of remedy 

selection and, in turn, elevate the overall standard of patient 

care within the Homoeopathic community. 
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