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In May 2019, we had the honor of organizing the thirteenth installment of the conference
series “Learning and Intelligent Optimization” (LION) in Chania, Crete, Greece. This con-
ference (https://www.lion13.pem.tuc.gr/), which continued the successful series of LION
events, was aimed at exploring the intersections and uncharted territories between machine
learning, artificial intelligence, mathematical programming and algorithms for hard opti-
mization problems. The conference was very successful in attracting researchers from
around the world and in bringing together experts from these areas to discuss new ideas
and methods, challenges and opportunities in various application areas, general trends and
specific developments.

This special issue of the journal of Annals of Mathematics and Artificial Intelligence is
devoted to LION 13. The selected papers presented here are full length versions which have
undergone a standard refereeing process appropriate for journal papers. The papers accepted
fall broadly under the areas of Machine learning, Artificial Intelligence, Swarm Intelligence,
Global Optimization, Discrete Optimization, Multiobjective Optimization, Evolutionary
Algorithms and Multi-Agent Systems. For the remainder of the contributions submitted and
presented during LION 13, we refer the interested reader to [1].

� Yannis Marinakis
marinakis@ergasya.tuc.gr

Nikolaos F. Matsatsinis
nikos@ergasya.tuc.gr

Magdalene Marinaki
magda@dssl.tuc.gr

Panos M. Pardalos
pardalos@ise.ufl.edu

1 School of Production Engineering and Management, Technical University of Crete,
73100 Chania, Crete, Greece

2 Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL, USA

/ Published online: 26 June 2021

Annals of Mathematics and Artificial Intelligence (2021) 89:737–739

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/s10472-021-09763-1&domain=pdf
https://www.lion13.pem.tuc.gr/
mailto: marinakis@ergasya.tuc.gr
mailto: nikos@ergasya.tuc.gr
mailto: magda@dssl.tuc.gr
mailto: pardalos@ise.ufl.edu

